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Wildfire Defensible Space Checklist
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You can help protect your building from being destroyed by a wildfire by creating defensible space. You can create defensible space by closing gaps in your structure and reducing vegetation and anything that may catch fire around your building. Always follow local rules - check with your local fire department to see if local regulations exist. If not, use this checklist to get started. Experts recommend that you create three zones of defensible space. 

Immediate Zone: 0 to 5 feet (0 to 1.5 m) from the building, including the building itself
This zone is critical and most vulnerable to sparks.
[bookmark: _Toc144890749]Harden your structure
Close gaps where fire embers can enter. Use materials that increase your building’s resistance to heat and flames. 
· Replace or repair any loose or missing shingles. 
· Install 1/8-inch (3 mm) metal mesh screening below patios and decks to prevent leaf and debris buildup. Never store materials underneath them.  
· Install 1/8-inch (3 mm) metal mesh screening in the eaves and attic vents.
· Cover your chimney top with a metal screen with openings no smaller than 3/8-inch (9 mm) and no larger than 1/2-inch (12 mm).
· Repair or replace broken windows. Double or triple-pane windows are fire-resistant.
· Use Class A fire-rated roofing products. Examples include composite shingles, metal, cement tile, and clay. 
· Use ignition-resistant building materials on exterior walls. Examples include stucco, masonry products, plaster, and cement. 
· Make sure your address is visible from the road.

Keep this area clear of all plants
· Move plants, trees, and shrubs to a more distant zone.
· Remove all grass, ground cover, and mulch. Replace it with rocks or gravel.  
· Make pathways with stone, brick, or concrete.
· Remove branches that hang over your roof. Keep dead branches 10 feet (3 m) away from your chimney.
· Clean roofs, gutters, decks, and stairways of leaves, debris, and pine needles.

Remove items that can burn
· Replace natural fiber doormats with heavy rubber or metal grates.
· Replace wooden outdoor furniture with metal furniture. 
· Remove wooden fences that attach to the building. Replace them with metal, brick, stone, or cement.
· Remove or relocate firewood, garbage containers, patio items, and vehicles.
· Move propane tanks at least 30 feet (9 m) from your building.


Intermediate Zone: 5 to 30 feet (1.5 to 9 m) around your building
Create space to stop the fire from moving toward your building.
Regularly trim grass and plants
· Keep lawns and native grass mowed to a height of 4 inches (10 cm).
· Use a sprinkler or hose irrigation system. Hydrated plants are less likely to catch fire.

Create space around shrubs and trees
· Limit trees and shrubs to small clusters. 
· Remove plants at the base of trees so that fire cannot climb to the treetops. 
· Create fuel breaks with driveways, walkways, and stone, brick, or concrete paths. 
· Prune tree branches 6 to 10 feet (1.8 to 3 m) from the ground. For shorter trees, do not prune more than 1/3 of the overall tree height.
· Space trees to have a minimum gap of 18 feet (5.5 m) between neighboring treetops. 
· Plan tree planting such that mature branches will be more than 10 feet (3 m) from your building when fully grown.





Extended Zone: 30 to 200 feet (9 to 60 m) from the building or to the property line
Create space to stop the fire’s path and keep flames smaller and on the ground.
Clear vegetation, and maintain a gap between trees
· Remove the buildup of ground litter, dead plants, and leaves. 
· Clear vegetation around storage sheds or other outbuildings.
· Maintain a gap of at least 12 feet (4 m) between tree tops 30 to 60 feet (9 to 18 m) from your building.
· Maintain a gap of at least 6 feet (2 m) between tree tops 60 to 100 feet (18 to 30 m) from your building.

Harden your garage
· Install weather stripping to eliminate gaps around garage doors.
· Repair broken windows and screen vents. 
· Add a battery backup to automatic garage door openers to open it if the power is out.

Ensure driveways and access roads are passable
· Trim trees and shrubs overhanging access roads to allow emergency vehicles to pass.
· Maintain access roads with a minimum of 10 feet (3 m) of clearance on either side, allowing for two-way traffic.
· Ensure that all gates open inward and are wide enough for emergency vehicles.

Get involved with community efforts
· Wildfires affect entire communities. Contact your local fire department to understand efforts in your area and get involved. 
· Work with neighbors to help them get started creating defensible space on their property. 
· Share this checklist with personnel.
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